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necessity of providing for re-education after 
the war for the men who cannot profit 
by the facilities offered during its progress; 
provision for the "absolute" invalid, the 
man so seriously injured as not to be able 
to do regular work; and measures provid- 
ing for the later rather than for the immedi- 
ate benefit of the disabled. 

5. The blind, the deaf, and those affected 
by troubles of the nerve centers. — The needs 
and possibilities of the blind and the deaf 
have been less neglected in the past than 
those of other disabled classes. Fortu- 
nately, too, they are comparatively few in 
number. The most difficult task here is 
ample care for those who have suffered 
some injury to the nerve centers. Special 
institutions, and many of them, must be 
provided for these. Vocational re-educa- 
tion is desirable for many of these after 
their cure has advanced sufficiently, but 
now the great need is "for patient, long- 
continued, expert attention from medical 
specialists and specially trained nurses." 

6. "Documentation" and propaganda. — 
This section had the heavy task of reviewing 



the legislation of all countries relating to 
vocational re-education and protection of 
invalids of war, the administrative methods 
and present status of the work in all coun- 
tries, and of presenting plans for propa- 
ganda. From this, valuable deductions 
were drawn. One of these is that the 
Germans and Austrians are better able to 
cope with this problem because they have 
long possessed organizations for those dis- 
abled in industry. The agencies and 
methods used herein are expanded and 
taken over into the field of caring for those 
disabled in war. In the propaganda formu- 
lated, a plan is outlined for the education of 
the public, especially the disabled, them- 
selves. This includes "conferences with 
the personnel of the hospitals; special 
consultations of experts, medical and voca- 
tional, with the wounded men; lectures 
and classes for groups of men in the hospi- 
tals, convalescent homes, and centers of 
physiotherapy; distribution of leaflets; 
permanent exhibits in the larger towns; 
co-operation with associations of employers 
and of workmen." 
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A Movement for Larger Democracy 

in the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South 

An unofficial but important address 
has been issued to the ministers and laymen 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
It is signed by 186 laymen of more or less 
prominence. The address deals with issues 
that will probably be under consideration as 
proposed legislation when this religious 
body assembles in general conference next 
May. The movement in the main seems 
to be a response to the present-day empha- 
sis of the spirit of democracy. The pro- 
moters insist that they are absolutely loyal 
to the fundamental principles of Methodism. 
Their fight is on certain aspects of church 
polity. They recognize that for some time 



the world has been going forward at an 
unusual rate, and they seek to assist in 
adjusting the machinery of their church 
to meet the needs of the times. The address 
was given to all of their denominational 
papers. A number of the editors and some 
of the bishops are opposing the movement 
very vigorously. Some of them assert that 
the address is the outgrowth of hidden 
animus, that it is without support outside of 
those who signed it, that many of the signers 
were misled as to the real purpose, and 
that altogether they represent a really in- 
significant element. It is interesting to 
note, along with this, that, of the signers, 
fifty-four have been members of recent 
general conferences; twenty-three are or 
have been lay leaders in annual conferences; 
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ninety are now serving as district lay 
leaders. They represent twenty states and 
forty annual conferences. 

The following are set forth as the chief 
aims, which are to be accomplished by 
investigation, publicity, and legislation. 

i. The enlargement of the powers of the 
laity of our church by increasing their number 
in the annual conference and by giving them 
representation in the cabinet. These changes 
will insure greater democracy throughout the 
church and will bring about a far greater 
degree of lay interest and activity in all depart- 
ments of its work. 

2. The limitation of the powers of the 
episcopacy by restricting its functions to the 
executive phase of government alone, the Gen- 
eral Conference taking over the legislative and 
judicial functions. 

3. The limitation of the areas over which the 
bishops operate, by assigning them, through a 
committee consisting of preachers and laymen, 
to certain districts which shall be large enough 
to have them touch the real life of the church 
as general superintendents, and at the same 
time small enough to render effective service 
possible. As it is, the bishops assign themselves, 
having the whole connection as their area of 
operation, making inevitably for less efficient 
service than the church has a right to expect. 

4. The limitation of the tenure of office of 
bishops hereafter elected to a term of years, 
subject to re-election or not as may be deter- 
mined. As our church holds the episcopacy to 
be an office, and not an order, life-tenure is an 
anomaly. It runs counter to all sense of 
democratic justice and tends to make the office 
autocratic to a degree that is out of harmony 
with modern ideas. 

5. The effecting of such legislation as shall 
do away with the unit rule and secret session of 
the episcopacy. These we feel belong to a 
bygone order and can have no proper place in 
the program of the modern church. The 
bishops are the servants of the church, and the 
church has a right to know what they do, and 
why they do it. 



Report of the National Conference of 
Catholic Charities 

The Catholic University of America, 
Washington, D.C., has issued the report 
of the Fourth Biennial Conference of Catholic 
Charities. It is a well-bound volume of 
420 pages. This is the fourth report issued 
by the national conference. It is not 
intended here to review this publication, but 
to direct attention to it as a probable source 
of information such as many may desire 
to examine. The authorities of this religious 
body hold that this series of reports con- 
tains the most representative expression 
of Catholic thought on relief problems 
that has yet appeared in the United States. 
The papers published cover a wide field and 
are the work of men and women experienced 
in Catholic charity. Undoubtedly here is 
the best source of information for those who 
are interested in Catholic relief work. 

Relief for War-Stricken Jews 

In the American Hebrew, October 5, 
Jacob Billikopf, executive director of the 
American Jewish Relief Committee, an- 
nounces that the Yom Kippur appeal at 
synagogues throughout the country added 
a half-million dollars to the $10,000,000 
fund that is being raised in America for the 
amelioration of destitute Jews in war- 
stricken countries. Yom Kippur is always 
characterized by very solemn religious 
services. It is to the Jews the holiest of all 
holy days. This year it was used as a 
suitable occasion to visualize the hungry 
and suffering Jews of Europe and make an 
appeal in their behalf. The objective 
in raising this fund is purely life-saving. 
There are three million Jews in the warring 
regions. The amount being raised while 
apparently generous will provide only the 
barest necessities for those of them who are 
in great need. 



